NELITE
T - L% o

o ByRobcrtG Kalser
PYRETon Post slats writer

4 e ——— H A : . ‘g S 7 "i. i
fa Trip to Prigue them as stimulating and ot Semomle Orpor i
- - —— E

o or 20 years, accusations ¢
‘unsavory left-wing affiliations
- !were:the National Student As
*‘sociatlon’s biggest problem, -
‘ Now, Ironieally, the Associa-
Hdon may-be destroyed by its

“involvement in anti-Commu. . ©One member of thls ATOUD vy

‘nist activities of the Central

Intelligence Agency.;

{knowledged William B, Welsh,
iNSA’s {irst president, in an
:interview yesterday.

" Welsh is-now 42 and an aide
. .to Vice President Humphrey.:
. "When he helped put the Asso-
~¢iation in operation in 1046
47, "he was a Berea College
_student who had to persuade
- the country’s colleges that the
new organization would not be
[dominated by Communists.
. Although the NSA itself had
to dight. off a Communist
reffort to take It over in the|
‘late  1940s, the Association|
:never lost its reputation as al
;Left—wing organization until’

_.presented the U.S. at th

~ “Times have changed,” ac-,

\'at Madison, ‘Wis., \'\}herethg

nion-of students grew out of
trip to Prague in 1946 by
-&5 young Americans. They re-

e
‘founding meeting of the Intei-
hational Unlor. of Students.. |
réchlled last weelk the power.
ful”impression made by the
Communist ! &pparatus these.
young pecple saw in aclion at
Prague. - They decided.. that
sometliing would have to be.
done if the U.S., was 1o pro-:
mote its interests successfully
among the world’s youth.’

- Members | o2 this group
decided to iy to form -an
American couniterpart to the
powerful European student
unions, and they -called a pre-
liminary meeting in ‘Chicago
in late 1048 A comstitutional
convention ‘followed in 1947,

NSA was born, o

The organization "had no
trouble attracting members,
but money was much harder
to find, According tc Welsh,
carly officers of the Assacia

|radical.”

long) and'to undertake an in
ereasing number o

ticipant put it yesterd yoL
had a feeling that big things
were * happening,” a feeling
mew to most young people,
‘Loo Radical’ ' ‘

Throughout the 19505 éA
as the target of attacks {rany
varfous consetvative . groups,
especially the Inter-Fraternity
Council, the Pan-Helleni¢
Council, and.the Young Amers
icans for Frcedom. All,,t%n‘.;:_'
sponsored efforts to pull joca
campuses out of the NSA b
cause the Association was

§ﬁanged fa recent vears. Joel
L. Fleishtaan, direcior of tha
Yale Summer High School.
Jwho has' mlssed oniy a few.
Congresses_ since i952. sald
yeosterday: "It scems ito ba
much more.highly organized
these .day:, more nighir ore
ganized ard professionai, and
a-lot less, spontanesus.”
Image-Colisclous’ _
4.There’s becn a -ense that
the orgenization i§ in troubla
: . VG s |=~that it doesn't know wh:t it's
Sometimes these campalghs up to,” Gienn E. Ioberts, an

were successful, but nation- adent. acoed. “And
ally the Associatio atinued |ODerlin student, adced. :
1 oy atlon continued there's besn a lot of image-

to thrive (300 schools now he: L r
W be consciousness,” said Roberts.

f projects at| - As a result of the Ramparts
' revelations, there is cectain
to be. even more irmage-cone
sciousness in the  fuiure.
Many old friends cf the NSA!
have sug:ested. in ine lass.
week that the time nas some
to bury the image and tha.
old - dog ‘cgether, .r_mp start
all over a L .

e

home and abroad, -
Many of.NSA's most s
stantial projects were in the
teld of civil rights. It cur
rently runs a “Tutorial Assist-
ance . Center” {o - eoordinate
and ald programs for tutoring
underprivileged _ children_ yn-

der a  contract with tl-g-p

1T ubaaluc Capustl

‘with the CIA.

—erapraets
‘the connection
dast week.
;Liberal Stance R
From ifs beginnings NSA
has taken liberal positions on
- Ipolitical and sacademic issues.
:The left-wing causes of the
i1950s, irom ‘aid to education
.1t a ban on nuclear testing,
:all had strong support from
‘the NSA, although -the dele-!
gaies to annual policy-making
‘congresses retained an anti-
Coramunist iine in foreign af-
fairs,

In its first years the NSA
toolt a very liberal position on
civil rights and eivil liberties,
'at a time when those issues
were not as popular as they

" ilater became. The Associa-
ition's second president was a

i
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tion often argued the ques-
tion of how to finance NSA.
Welsh and others opposed-any

R ey

|outside aid, and this was thell

Associalion’s poliey uniill
1952, when the first substan.
tial CIA aid was sccrotly ace
cepted by NSA leaders., _

The {irst anrnual congresses
were dominated by debates
on campus- issues, but-as the
Association maturced, ihe out-
look of its members broade
ened. By the early 1930s, na.
tional and international topics
were the subject «f the most
intense scrutiny znd debate,

ism and the presidential elec-
tions of 1952 eacn dominated
‘congresses in turn, I
".Delegates to the congresses

The Korean war, McCarthy-|| -

~held each summer, usually (]

an the campus of.& Midwest-

‘Negro, Ted Harris, oo

And the NSA has beed’
‘arguing for 20 years for many’
1of the reforms demanded by'.
istudents at Berkeley and on'
tother - campuses in’ recent
iyears. ' '
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